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FOLKETINGET 

Den 30. juli 2003 

S P Ø R G S M Å L 
til 

skriftlig besvarelse 

Til statsministeren (30/7 2003) af: 
Villy Søvndal (SF) : 

Spørgsmål nr. S 4082 

»Statsministeren har ved flere lejligheder fremhævet, at Saddam 
Hussein i 1998 smed FN's våbeninspektører (UNSCOM) ud af Irak -
f.eks. citeret af Ritzaus Bureau den 21. marts 2003. " ... Det er 
vigtigt at huske, ... at Saddam Hussein i 1998 smed våbeninspektø-
rerne ud af landet ... ",hvilke kilder har regeringen til denne 
beskrivelse?« 
(Spm. nr. S 4082). 

Begrundelse 

Våbeninspektørerne forlod i 1998 Irak den 16. december, dagen før 
USA og Storbritannien indledte et bombardement af landet. 

Den daværende chefinspektør for UNSCOM var Richard Butler. Han 
har i sin bog "Saddam Defiant" fra år 2000 beskrevet begivenheden 
således: " [US Ambassador Peter] Burleigh informed me that on 
instructions from Washington it would be 'prudent to take measures 
to ensure the safety and security of UNSCOM staff presently in 
Iraq.' ... I told him that I would aet on this advice and remove my 
staff from Iraq." 

Richard Butlers version bekræftes af Kof i Annan på Reuter 
World Service den 16. december 1998, samme dag som våbeninspektø
rerne forlod Irak: " ... [Secretary-General Kofi] Annan told repor
ters: 'I did get a call from (American U.N.) ambassador (Peter) 
Burleigh saying they are asking U.S. personnel in the region to 
leave. And they had also advised Butler to withdraw UNSCOM, and 
Butler and I spoke.' [U.N. weapons inspector Richard] Butler 
told reporters earlier on Wednesday that he instructed all UNSCOM 
and International Atomic Energy Agency staff to leave Iraq over
night and he presumed they were all now safe. 
'Our plane has landed in Bahrain but there are some other people 
going by road and ... I want to check they have arrived safely. That 
is my most important concern, that everyone is out safe,' he said, 
speaking at the entrance to the U.N. 

He took the decision to pull out his staff because, as stated 
in his report to the secretary-general, 'they are not able to do 
their work adequately,' he added. " 
Spørgsmålet er stillet i henhold til forretningsordenens § 20. 
spørgeren udbeder sig skriftligt svar, der bedes tilstillet Folke
tingets Lovsekretariat i 80 eksemplarer. I svaret bedes anført 
spørgsmålets nummer. 
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